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GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, EG, UR, SY 

SUBJECT: PRAVDA COMMENTS ON SYRIAN POLICIES 

1. SUMMARY. IN A LENGTHY ARTICLE ENTITLED "FROM 
DAMASCUS TO THE GOLAN HEIGHTS" (PRAVDA, NOVEMBER 26), 
POLITICAL COMMENTATOV V. PERESADA TAKES A FEW DIGS 
AT THE SINAI H ACCORD, IMPLIES PRAISE FOR SYRIA'S 
STEADFASTNESS IN NOT CONCLUDING A SIMILAR AGREEMENT, 
AND LAUDS SYRIAN POLICIES AIMED AT RESTORING ARAB 
UNITY. END SUMMARY. 

2. FOLLOWING A FEW "COLOR" PARAGRAPHS ON LIFE IN 
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EL-KUNEITRA, PERESADA LAUNCHES SOME BARBS AT SINAI 
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II AND EGYPT. THE AGREEMENT, ACCORDING TO PERESADA, 

BROKE THE "UNITED FRONT" OF THE ARAB STATES DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED IN THE CONFLICT, AND WAS A "SERIOUS BLOW" 

TO THE INTERESTS OF THE ARAB PEOPLE OF PALESTINE 
BECAUSE THE ACCORD "WEAKENED THE SUPPORT” THE 
PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE MOVEMENT WAS RECEIVING FROM 
"THE MOST IMPORTANT ARAB GOVERNMENT." 

3. IN THE IMMEDIATE POST-SINAI PERIOD, PERESADA 
CONTINUES, SYRIA WAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM ALL SIDES 

TO CONCLUDE A SIMILAR AGREEMENT. HOWEVER, THE AUTHOR 
ADDS, THE SYRIAN LEADERS DECLARED THEIR OPPOSITION TO 
SEPARATE STEPS WHICH WERE NOT PART OF AN OVERALL 
SETTLEMENT. PERESADA CLAIMS HE WAS TOLD BY ABDALLA 
AKHMAR, DEPUTY TO THE BAATH PARTY GENERAL SECRETARY, THAT 
SYRIA SEES NO POSSIBILITY OF NEGOTIATIONS CONCERNING 
THE GOLAN FRONT WITHOUT A SIMULTANEOUS RESOLUTION OF 
THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM THROUGH THE PARTICIPATION OF 
THE PLO. ACCORDING TO PERESADA, AKHMAR SPECIFIED THE 
CONDITIONS OF A GENUINE SETTLEMENT: (1) ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL FROM ALL OCCUPIED TERRITORY; AND (2) THE 
SATISFACTION OF THE LEGITIMATE RIGHTS OF THE ARAB PEOPLE 
OF PALESTINE. 

4. INTERJECTING HIS OWN OBSERVATIONS, PERESADA STATES 
THAT IN DAMASCUS HE WAS WITNESS TO THE SYRIAN POLICY 
OF SUPPORT FOR THE PLO "IN THE STRUGGLE OF THE 
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE." SYRIAN SUPPORT, HE ADDS, EXTENDS 
TO "MUTUAL EFFORTS IN THE POLITICAL AND MILITARY 
FIELDS," AND LEADS TO CONCRETE RESULTS SUCH AS THE 
RECENTLY ADOPTED UNGA RESOLUTIONS ON THE PALESTINIANS. 

5. TURNING TO SYRIA'S EFFORTS AIMED AT STRENGTHENING 
"ARAB SOLIDARITY," PERESADA CITES DAMASCUS' EFFORTS TO 
IMPROVE ITS RELATIONS WITH BAGHDAD AND AMMAN. SYRIA'S 
"PRINCIPLED POSITION," PERESADA CONTINUES, HAS RECEIVED 
SUPPORT FROM ALGERIA, SOUTH YEMEN, LIBYA, AND "A NUMBER 
OF OTHER ARAB GOVERNMENTS." 

6. SHOWERING KUDOS ON THE KREMLIN, PERESADA CONCLUDES 
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THAT "THE SYRIAN PRESS" IS STRESSING THE "IMPORTANT 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SOVIET INITIATIVE" CONCERNING THE 
MEPC, AND CLAIMS THAT "EVERYONE IN SYRIA INVARIABLY 
SPEAKS WARMLY OF THE SOVIET UNION” AND ITS "PRINCIPLED 
POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST." 

7. COMMENT: CONCEIVABLY, PERESADA'S CLOSE IDENTIFICATION 
OF SYRIA WITH THE INTERESTS OF THE PALESTINIANS COULD 
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BE DESIGNED TO REASSURE THE LATTER OF SYRIAN AND 
SOVIET SUPPORT IN ORDER TO INDUCE SOME SORT OF 
CONCILIATORY GESTURE FROM THE PLO TOWARD ISRAEL WHILE 
ARAFAT IS IN MOSCOW FOR DISCUSSIONS. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, PERESADA'S REMARKS RAISE THE LEVEL OF MOSCOW'S 
PUBLIC PRAISE FOR SYRIA'S APPARENT FOOT-DRAGGING 
CONCERNING GOLAN NEGOTIATIONS, AND THE ARTICLE IS 
IN OUR VIEW MORE LIKELY AIMED AT ASSURING THE SYRIANS AND 
PALESTINIANS OF SOVIET BACKING SHOULD THEY MAINTAIN 
A HARD BARGAINING STANCE. THE ARTICLE COULD ALSO 
MERELY REPRESENT A PRESS BUILDUP SHOULD THE NEWSWEEK 
REPORTS OF AN IMMINENT VISIT BY ASAD TO MOSCOW TURN 
OUT TO BE ACCURATE. END COMMENT. 

STOESSEL 
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